The drug laws. Are they effective and safe?
The laws controlling narcotic and other psychoactive drugs are viewed as one of three major forms of treatment designed to deal with the drug problem: laws, prevention, and rehabilitation. All three modalities should be evaluated for effectiveness and safety in the same way we would evaluate surgical or pharmacologic treatment. As a treatment, the drug laws appear to be only marginally effective. Their side effects are so dangerous that the treatment is often more devastating than the disease. A judgment based strictly on the effectiveness and safety of the drug laws would require their immediate repeal or overhaul. The government should be pressed to undertake further evalution and action. If society decides on retention of these laws, it should do so only if it believes other benefits override the laws' failure as treatment.